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The 21st annual Double Decker 
Arts and Music Festival had record 
attendance this year.
Visit Oxford Double Decker Co-
ordinator Lee Ann Stubbs said this 
year was the largest crowd drawn 
yet. The crowd grew to approxi-
mately 65,000 people with rough-
ly 150 art vendors.
“The crowd started early be-
fore the art vendors even set up,” 
Stubbs said. “There were more 
people than I’ve ever seen in the 
past.”
Stubbs said the great weather 
combined with Ole Miss Baseball 
assisted in producing a larger Dou-
ble Decker crowd in comparison to 
previous years.
“We think baseball being in 
town had a great impact on the 
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On Friday, President Barack 
Obama condemned legislation 
limiting LGBTQ rights recently 
passed in Mississippi and North 
Carolina.
This is the most recent com-
ment in the backlash against Mis-
sissippi’s House Bill 1523, which 
was signed into law on April 5 
and guarantees clergymen, busi-
ness owners and state officials 
the right to discriminate against 
LGBTQ persons if doing so aligns 
with sincerely-held religious be-
liefs.Though Mississippi’s law was 
heralded as “probably the worst 
religious freedom bill to date,” by 
Ben Needham, director of South-
ern LGBT advocacy group Project 





Religious freedom bill 
draws national attention
SEE RELIGIOUS BILL PAGE 3
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Rob Hill, state director of the Human Rights Campaign in Mississippi, said House Bill 
1523 further disenfranchises an already vulnerable population. 
PHOTO BY: CLARA TURNAGE
Four men accused of petty lar-
ceny, hazing initiation and simple 
assault on campus last October 
were found not guilty on Monday 
by a Lafayette County judge.
A fifth student who was charged 
with assault in the case won’t go 
to trial until Aug. 15, according to 
the court clerk.
Kyle Hughes, Christian Guy, 
Austin Rice, James Declan Basile 
and Tucker Cole Steil were arrest-
ed on Oct. 16 in connection with 
the alleged assault of student Jer-
emy Boyle at the Sigma Pi frater-
nity house on campus. Boyle had 
several broken teeth, a ruptured 
eardrum and a lung contusion.
The incident occurred in the 
early morning hours of Oct. 6, 
when Boyle noticed men trying 
to move a donkey statue from 
the top of the Sigma Pi fraternity 
house, according to a University 
spokesman.
Lafayette County Judge Mick-
ey Avent handed down four not 
guilty judgments on Monday for 
Hughes, Guy,  Rice and Basile. 
Steil’s case is scheduled for Au-
gust.
Kevin Frye, an attorney in Ox-
ford, represented Basile.
“Mr. Basile went to trial on 
charges of larceny, hazing and 
simple assault,” Frye said. “At the 
conclusion of the trial, the judge 
found Mr. Basile not guilty and 
excluded him of all charges. It’s 
unfortunate that there was a rush 
to judgment in the media when 
this incident occurred and I hope 
that people will evaluate the out-
come of the case today and un-
derstand this matter is now con-
cluded.”
Rice, Guy and Hughes had 
been charged with petty larceny.
Dwight Ball, an Oxford attor-
ney who represented Christian 
Guy, said witnesses testified for 
the prosecution and he thought 
the trial was fair.
“It was a very lengthy, in-depth 
trial and the proof showed and 
the judge so-ruled that he was 
not guilty,” Ball said. “Out of all 
the testimony, not one single bit 
of evidence was produced that in 
any way implicated Christian Guy 
of anything.”
At the time of the incident, Ba-
sile was a member of Pi Kappa Al-
pha fraternity, and Hughes, Guy, 
Rice and Steil were new pledges 
of the fraternity. All five were dis-
missed or expelled from the fra-
ternity in October. A University 
spokesman said at the time that 
the fraternity bore no responsi-
bility for the assault.
Brian Boyle, father of Jeremy 
Boyle, said he was disappointed 
in the results of the trial.
“I don’t understand how 
this could happen,” Boyle said. 
“You’ve got four people involved 
in an assault. You’ve got a kid 
that was severely injured, and 
the judge dismisses all cases, 
dismisses everything? I’m beside 
myself. I don’t know what to say.”
Charges dropped against 
four  men in assault case
LEFT: Derrick Jones dances on stage during the Rebels’ Choice Awards Monday night. RIGHT: Chad Kelly and Tony Bridges pose for a photo on the red carpet at the sixth annual 
Rebels’ Choice Awards on Monday, April 25.
SEE STORY ON BACK
Rebels’ Choice Awards highlight athletes
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Former Secretary of State and 
likely Democratic presidential 
nominee Hillary Clinton has 
created controversy in recent 
weeks about her refusal to re-
lease any of her paid speeches to 
a variety of different investment 
banks, trade groups and inter-
national corporations.
She was reportedly paid at 
least $225,000 per speech. That 
is over four times the amount 
the average American makes 
in one year, and that was only 
for one speech. She made an 
estimated 92 of these speeches 
from April 2013 to March 2015, 
earning millions of dollars for 
minimal work.
Although Clinton has re-
branded herself (and moved 
farther to the left wing of her 
party) for the presidential pri-
mary, the fact that she accepted 
those amounts of money from 
groups that she now attacks for 
fostering “income inequality” is 
a lesson in hypocrisy.
Clinton should at least 
demonstrate respect to the 
American people and release 
the transcripts of her speech-
es so the American people can 
view just what she was saying 
in those invitation-only events . 
It is unlikely, however, that she 
will.
She has said that if other can-
didates release the transcripts 
of their paid speeches, she will 
do the same. If  Clinton wants 
to truly distinguish herself as a 
leader, however, she will release 
them on her own, instead of 
waiting to follow the crowd.
On top of that, she has made 
a point to attack bankers and 
hedge fund managers at every 
turn, mostly to satisfy the lib-
eral base of her party. If this is 
true, then why have they do-
nated millions of dollars to her 
campaign? If she is so against 
the millionaires and billionaires 
of Wall Street, then why does 
she not release what she said to 
them?
All of this plays into a larger 
trend we have seen from Clinton 
and her husband for decades. 
They seem to operate by their 
own rules, and see themselves 
as above the average American 
because of the power they hold. 
We have seen examples of their 
unethical behavior in White-
water, the Monica Lewinsky 
scandal and now with Clinton’s 
unethical and careless (and pos-
sibly criminal) handling of her 
email while she was Secretary 
of State.
The American people deserve 
better than the hypocrisy of the 
Clintons. Clinton should release 
the speeches and acknowledge 
that she has a great base of sup-
port from Wall Street and cor-
porate America. Of course, it is 
doubtful she will. This fall, it is 
up to us to prove that the Clin-
tons’ legacy of hypocrisy must 
come to an end.
Patrick Waters is a freshman 
accounting major from St. Lou-
is, Missouri.
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crowd as well, because people can 
go to the game and then come 
back,” Stubbs said. “That definite-
ly had a big impact on the crowd 
this year.”
Mary Allen Hedges, director 
of Visit Oxford, said she was ex-
tremely pleased with the turnout 
because it was consistent through-
out the day. The revamped chil-
dren’s area, talented art vendors 
and great musical entertainment 
equally played a part in the suc-
cess of the 2016 festival, Hedges 
said.
“Our children’s area had record 
crowds, with new rides and games, 
and our art vendors had really 
great days,” Hedges said. “When 
Kingfish played in the middle of 
the day, I had never seen a crowd 
like that; they were lined all the 
way to the courthouse.”
The economic contribution 
from the weekend was tremen-
dous for Oxford, according to 
Hedges.
The 2016 budget for the arts and 
music festival totaled $215,500. 
The majority of the budget was 
allotted to musical acts, which to-
taled $71,000.
Stubbs said the number of 
sponsorships for this year’s festi-
val totaled $238,200, in addition 
to in-kind donations.
“In previous years, we haven’t 
made much profit. We usually 
just break even,” Stubbs said. “We 
really just do the festival for the 
city.”
Businesses on the Square felt 
the heat from the Double Decker 
crowd as well.
Restaurants on the Square were 
filled with festival goers. The wait 
time for most restaurants during 
the weekend averaged anywhere 
from one to two hours.
Jason Ross, manager of Bouré, 
said the restaurant served an es-
timated 1,150 people on Saturday 
alone.
“It’s definitely one of our busiest 
weekends. It was probably busier 
than a football weekend,” Ross 
said. “It is our most profitable 
weekend.”
Catherine Abadie, a hostess at 
City Grocery, said the restaurant 
reached capacity on Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday.
“All of the reservations at all of 
our tables were booked,” Abadie 
said. “We served on average about 
400 people each day during the 
weekend.”
Due to the high influx of tour-
ists, the majority of hotels in 
Oxford reported zero vacancies 
throughout Double Decker week-
end.
Gaye Buker, general manager 
at The Inn at Ole Miss, said all 
of their 133 available rooms were 
booked during the weekend, and 
roughly 350 individuals stayed at 
the Inn during the festival.
Mike Hoover, general manager 
at Graduate Hotel, said the hotel 
experienced a large percentage in 
growth during the festival when 
compared to an average weekend.
“We were able to capture about 
20 percent more revenue from a 
hotel perspective,” Hoover said. 
“We saw about 2.5 people per 
room, which was about 340 in the 
hotel.”
Hoover said the hotel’s restau-
rant performed well throughout 
the weekend as well, bringing in 
roughly 30 percent more revenue 
than normal.
“We were completely sold out 
for the weekend,” Hoover said. 
“Double Decker was a great, prof-
itable weekend for us.”
news
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me Cantrell said it is important to 
view this bill as a part of a larger 
movement across the region tar-
geting the lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transsexual and queer communi-
ty.
Cantrell, who taught the inau-
gural queer theory course at The 
University of Mississippi in 2013 
and who currently serves as fac-
ulty adviser to the UM Pride Net-
work, said this bill must viewed 
within the context of surrounding 
states’ anti-LGBTQ legislation.
“I’m especially troubled by rhet-
orics in the media that position 
this bill as worse, or new, amidst 
a <host> of other hate bills. That’s 
always very scary, when we begin 
to establish a hierarchy of legal-
ized hate ,” Cantrell said. “This bill 
isn’t an outlier or an anomaly. It’s 
important to keep in mind that 
it is part of a new discriminatory 
segregationist movement across 
the region, across the South”
Bills similar to Mississippi’s 
have passed or considered in 19 
states, including North Carolina, 
Michigan, Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Georgia, Arizona, California, Al-
abama, and Alaska. Although 
many of the bills pertain to dif-
ferent facets of living as a LGBTQ 
individual, Cantrell said they each 
suggest a backlash to the nation-
al legalization of gay marriage in 
June 2015.
“I think this is sort of a check-
mate move at the state level re-
sponding to national LGBTQ 
rights that we’ve gained,” Cantrell 
said. “I think it’s important to con-
sider what investments the state 
has in determining who is wel-
come and who is not in public and 
private spaces and what accesses 
are denied on the basis of sexual-
ities.”
For some, however, like Andrew 
Soper, an ASB senator and junior 
business major, House Bill 1523 is 
purposed to protect the rights of 
religious individuals, not discrim-
inate against LGBTQ persons.
“I commend Gov. Bryant for 
taking this action and signing this 
bill into office,” Soper said. “To 
me, what this does is make the 
state government neutral in this 
situation. It doesn’t take sides; it 
just doesn’t interfere or interact 
with the issue.”
Soper said he felt many who 
opposed the bill were basing their 
opinions on second-hand knowl-
edge from news media and other 
outlets without having actually 
read the bill. He said it is import-
ant to remember this bill pertains 
to marriage ceremonies and not 
regular business.
“It says in the constitution that 
you can’t openly discriminate 
against anybody,” Soper said. “I 
don’t think if a gay couple goes 
into a restaurant the owner could 
come out and say ‘You can’t eat 
here because you are gay.’ You 
can’t do that.”
The bill was written in a way 
that could be broadly interpreted, 
Soper said.
“It can be misinterpreted in 
many ways,” Soper said. “What 
I like about the bill is it allows 
Christians to refuse services that 
go against your religious beliefs. I 
don’t think it’s right to openly dis-
criminate just because someone is 
different than you. When it comes 
to a pastor marrying a same-sex 
couple or a business owner saying 
they don’t want to participate in 
a same sex ceremony, though, I 
think that’s right.”
Rob Hill, state director of Hu-
man Rights Campaign, said a 
pastor’s right to deny marriage 
to same-sex couples within the 
church was never threatened.
“Legislators say, ‘This was in-
tended to protect churches and 
pastors,’” Hill said. “Pastors al-
ways had that protection. The 
government cannot dictate whom 
you marry. If your denomination 
prevents you from marrying a 
same-sex couple, you don’t have 
to do that. The government will 
never say that. That’s ludicrous.”
Hill, who was a Methodist min-
ister before he surrendered his 
credentials to marry his partner 
and become involved with the 
Human Rights Campaign, said he 
believes the guise of pastoral pro-
tection was a tactic for legislators.
“They knew what they were do-
ing with this,” Hill said. “(The bill 
is) useless as it relates to pastors, 
but it’s very useful as it relates to 
a religious person in a taxpay-
er-funded role.”
Hill said this bill pertains to far 
more than just marriage ceremo-
nies, and it could actually be dan-
gerous. Religious-based hospitals 
that are governmentally funded, 
can employ policies that do not 
recognize same-sex couples.
“That’s dangerous, especially in 
emergency situations,” Hill said. 
“We’re talking about lives here. If 
you receive taxpayer-funding, you 
have to do your job and follow the 
law and if you can’t follow the law, 
you need to find something else to 
do.”
Hill said the bill, worded to 
protect religion, does not follow 
Christian precepts.
“As a person of faith, I’m trou-
bled by this,” Hill said. “My role 
and my goal as a pastor, my mis-
sion, was to bring people in. When 
we look at the gospels, we see Je-
sus doing it all the time – redefin-
ing for the Jewish people who our 
neighbors are. Very often, to the 
people who were thought to be on 
the outside, Jesus said, ‘There is 
no outside.’”
Hill said he believed legislators 
were pandering to an overesti-
mated minority.
“Our legislators think this is 
something that will get them 
votes,” Hill said. “I honestly think 
that’s what they care more about 
– about getting reelected in our 
state, not doing something to in-
crease our population and job 
growth.”
Regardless of how legislators 
perceive the bill, Hill said his or-
ganization will continue to fight it.
“There are people who are fight-
ing against this. Our legislators 
need to know that. We’re going to 
call on more and more people to 
get involved,” Hill said. “We real-
ize that when laws change, hearts 
and minds don’t automatically 
change. We’re going to keep work-
ing to change hearts and minds.”
RELIGIOUS BILL
continued from page 1
DOUBLE DECKER
continued from page 1
WARNING MAJOR SPOILERS 
DON’T EVEN TOUCH THIS 
PAGE IF YOU’RE NOT READY:
For perhaps the first time in the 
history of the HBO original series 
“Game of Thrones,” Sunday night 
was an emotional rollercoaster for 
every single fan.
After missing his deadline for 
the next installment in “A Song 
of Ice and Fire” series, author 
George R. R. Martin told impa-
tient fans on Jan. 2 “The Winds 
of Winter” would not be ready in 
time for the much anticipated sea-
son six premiere. Which meant all 
the hard-core book-reading GOT 
fans had nothing to prepare them 
for Sunday night. The fandom has 
been equalized.
Season six picked up exactly 
where it left off, but without ad-
equately answering the biggest 
question in television history: Is 
Jon dead?
Sure, we saw his lifeless, cold 
body lying in the snow. We heard 
the mournful howls of Ghost. We 
watched Davos and the other loy-
al members of the Night’s Watch 
put his stiff dead body on a table 
and plot his revenge, and we saw 
Melisandre (the Red Woman) 
look at Jon in disbelief and whis-
per, “I saw him in the flames fight-
ing at Winterfell.”
So Jon looks pretty dead. But he 
doesn’t feel dead, right?
Martin is known for killing off 
pretty much whatever characters 
he wants to when he feels like he 
needs to, but Jon was different. 
Not only is Jon the underdog we 
all root for, there are also too many 
unanswered questions surround-
ing him that feel too essential to 
the plot of GOT to just abandon. 
Who is Jon’s mother? Was Ned 
Stark even his real father? And 
what about Sansa? The poor girl 
has gone through enough trauma 
to emotionally obliterate any nor-
mal person, and now all she has 
left to keep going is the promise 
of Jon helping her out at Castle 
Black, so if Jon really is dead and 
Sansa goes all the way to the Wall 
only to find Jon’s an ice zombie, I 
honestly think I might explode.
But we still have Melisandre, 
who seems to be the fan-favorite 
option for pulling together a Jon 
Snow resurrection, right? Well, 
maybe.
The Red Woman has been kind 
of off in her predictions lately (i.e. 
very dead Stannis) and it has real-
ly shaken her faith in the Lord of 
Light. But she still has some kind 
of magic power going for her, as 
we see at the end of the episode 
when she (finally) takes off that 
really uncomfortable-looking 
necklace and we all understood 
she was not joking when she said 
she was centuries old.
So is she up to the task of bring-
ing Jon back to life? If you recall 
in season three, when Melisandre 
sees Thoros, another missionary 
for the Lord of Light, has been 
brought back from the dead sev-
eral times, she isn’t too comfort-
able with idea. So we know it can 
be done, and we know she’s not a 
fan of the idea, but maybe there’s 
still hope?  
Meanwhile, Sansa and and 
Theon (AKA Reek) are trying to 
get away from a very pissed-off 
Ramsay, who is scrambling to 
scoop them back up and do gods 
know what to the pari for throw-
ing his side chick off a very tall 
ledge. I applaud this scene for be-
ginning to repair the very compli-
cated relationship between Sansa 
and Theon, and for finally, after 
six seasons, putting Sansa in the 
company of someone like Brienne 
and sweet, sweet Podrick. It was 
the most hopeful scene of the en-
tire show, and I’m sure next week 
our hearts will get ripped out of 
our chests and stomped on be-
cause nothing good ever happens 
to Sansa.  
Back in King’s Landing, Cersie 
(who is really rocking the pixie 
cut) has her already-broken heart 
dashed to pieces again when Ja-
mie returns from his mission 
to save Myrcella with her body 
wrapped in a golden shroud. Just 
like that witch told you would 
happen, Cersie, but did you listen? 
No.
Still, we all felt bad for her and 
Jamie, who in spite of all the evil 
they have caused, are human peo-
ple with feelings. Creepy feelings 
towards each other, but feelings. 
I personally hope Cersie rises up 
and becomes that woman we love 
to hate again to protect Tommen, 
her only living child. Cersie loves 
her children, and after her legend-
ary walk of shame last season, I 
feel for her.
Arya is blind, but I’m guessing 
she’s going to figure out how to be 
a badass all over again and prob-
ably learn a lesson along the way, 
and Tyrion and Varys are trying 
to hold down the fort for Dany 
who took off on a dragon and 
still wound up getting kidnapped 
and taken (prisoner?) by anoth-
er Dothraki horde who have zero 
respect for her as a woman but 
change their tune as soon as they 
find out she used to be married to 
a dead guy.
Honestly, Dany’s storyline is 
the one stressing me out the most. 
She went through all that trouble 
to conquer all these cities only to 
wind up being marched off against 
her will to some Khal-widow tem-
ple, which is probably already sad 
for her because Khal Drogo and 
Dany ended up being so perfect 
together after he dropped that 
whole misogyny thing, and to be 
honest, I’m still crossing my fin-
gers that the sun will rise in the 
West and set in East.
Overall, this episode was a 
success. It also addressed nearly 
every story line (which is amaz-
ing because there are, like, 40, it 
feels like) in one tightly-wrapped 
package, giving us just enough in-
formation to ease back into Wes-
teros. (Except where is Bran and 
Rickon? And Hodor? No one has 
forgotten about Hodor, Martin. 
Where is he?)
Questions got answered, but 
more were asked, which is a good 
way to start off a new season.
A lot of characters have been 
broken down, and it’s going to 
take time to build them back up 
again; hell, Jon Snow has to come 
back from the dead!
As fans, we don’t trust Martin 
enough to lend ourselves totally 
over to the hope that everything 
is going to work out, but we also 
trust these characters enough to 
pull through. All we can do is pray 
to the Seven George R. R. Martin 
has mercy on us and doesn’t kill 
off any more of our favorite char-
acters next Sunday.
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When finals are over and 
summer is here, don’t be too 
quick to head out of town. Pic-
ture this: an upright piano being 
played by a pro in ‘30s costume 
in a dark club. This isn’t a scene 
from “The Great Gatsby,” but 
something you can find right 
here in Oxford this May.
Oxford and the University of 
Mississippi will play host to the 
2016 World Championship Old-
Time Piano Playing Contest 
from May 26 to May 30.
The main event of the week-
end is the traditional competi-
tion, where regular and junior 
division players–as young as 
nine or 10 years old–will dress 
in period costume and perform 
old-time piano pieces, written 
before 1940, for a panel of judg-
es. Throughout the festival, a va-
riety of other activities will take 
place around Oxford, including 
a New Rag contest, where con-
testants write and perform their 
own pieces, and a Duet Contest. 
Hominick is particularly excited 
about a new event this year, the 
Cutting Contest.
Ian Hominick, a professor in 
the music department, has been 
appointed as the director of 
the event, which is entering its 
42nd year.
“The Cutting Contest is kind 
of like a dual. It will be like the 
1930s bar scene, and the au-
dience will chose the winner,” 
Hominick said. “The winner will 
be based on public appeal and 
get to show off their virtuosity 
and improvisational skills.”
Players with a variety of back-
grounds come from around the 
world to participate in the con-
test, which Hominick said he 
believes plays a major role in 
attracting the following the fes-
tival has garnered.
“It’s fun and competitive; 
they’re really good players who 
might play for a living, or not,” 
he said. “There’s a fellow who’s 
the White House pianist, a guy 
studying for his Ph.D. in music, 
an apple farmer from Idaho and 
an IT specialist.”
Homesick said he hopes, in 
addition to the variety of events, 
participants and acclaimed 
guest performers, Oxford’s arts 
and culture scene will reinvig-
orate the competition. For the 
last 41 years, the event has been 
held throughout Illinois, where 
it was founded by Ted Lehman. 
The first contest was housed on 
a caboose at the Illinois Railway 
Museum for a small crowd who 
brought their own chairs. Over 
the years, the event has grown 
and moved throughout the state 
until it was passed to Hominick 
and brought to Mississippi.
“I was placed in charge be-
cause I’m more tech-savvy, 
in hopes that we can attract a 
younger audience,” Hominick 
said.
Brian Swanson, a four-time 
champion of the adult division 
and a three-time winner of the 
junior contest, said the move to 
Oxford was crucial for the con-
tinued success.
“The improvement in the 
quality of the main venue and 
two 9-foot Steinway grand pi-
anos will hopefully add much 
credibility to the contest that it 
may have been lacking,” Swan-
son said. “Also, the main square 
downtown is just ideal for the 
kind of performing I love best–
out in public in fun places with 
food and drinks, where real 
people can hear real ragtime.”
Daniel Souvigny is only 15 
years old but is already com-
peting with the adults. He’s 
won the junior championship 
the maximum three times, and 
echoes the benefit of the compe-
tition’s move to Oxford.
“The contest has always been 
a big part of my life, and I al-
ways look forward to attending 
another fantastic year,” Souvi-
gny said. “I have hope that this 
new location will bring some 
more life and new attendees to 
this festival and its great mu-
sic.”
Tickets are available to the 
public for purchase, and Hom-
inick welcomes those interested 
in volunteering or participating 
to contact him. More informa-
tion and a full schedule of the 
festival’s events can be found on 
the contest’s Facebook page and 
at oldtimepianocontest.org.
Old-time piano festival comes to Oxford after 41 years
JANE WALTON
jcwalton@go.olemiss.edu





Complete the grid so that 
every row, column and 3x3 
box contains the numbers 1 
through 9 with no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL
Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.
If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.
Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.
© 2013 KrazyDad.com
Sudoku #2
Easy Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 16




7 2 1 4 6 9
6 2 7 5 3
6 2 3
5 9 4 2
2 4 5
4 6 8 7 3
6 5 7 2 3 1
4 1 8



































































































































































*Based on Regular Menu Prices, 
not Valid on Artisan Pizzas
Ole Miss came away with its 
second consecutive home sweep 
last weekend against Auburn. 
The three wins moved the Rebels 
up to a tie for second place in the 
SEC West at 10-8. This team is 
beginning to hit the most crucial 
stretch of the regular season with 
four SEC series left. Ole Miss fac-
es Mississippi State on Tuesday 
at Trustmark Park in Pearl for 
the annual Governor’s Cup game 
to begin the week.
Mississippi State took two of 
three from Ole Miss in its SEC 
series at the end of March. The 
Rebels managed to salvage the 
Sunday game, bringing a five-
game losing streak to a halt at 
the time.
Mike Bianco said after Sun-
day’s walk-off win, that junior 
right-hander Chad Smith will 
start against the Bulldogs. Smith 
is 3-3 with a 4.89 ERA in eight 
starts and three relief appear-
ances this season. He was the 
Saturday starter for the first sev-
en series of the year for Ole Miss, 
but was pulled from the rotation 
after taking the loss on Saturday 
at Mississippi State, a game in 
which he lasted just an inning 
and a third, yielding four runs on 
five hits.
Smith has made a couple of re-
lief appearances since, and drew 
the start in the second midweek 
game against Murray State last 
Wednesday and he pitched well. 
Smith struck out a career-high 
nine batters and picked up the 
win by going five innings and al-
lowing just two hits and no runs.
James McArthur had been the 
primary midweek starter for Ole 
Miss, and after winning five of 
his last six starts, he got a chance 
at some SEC action when Sean 
Johnson struggled early on Sun-
day against Auburn. The fresh-
man right-hander surrendered 
just two hits and did not allow a 
run in 4.2 innings, keeping Ole 
Miss in the game through the 
middle innings.
“That’ll get lost in all of this, 
and really might be the biggest 
factor in why we won,” Bianco 
said of McArthur after the win. 
“We’re not in a position, if we 
don’t pitch like that for the re-
maining seven plus innings.”
He also said it was time for 
McArthur to get a taste of SEC 
action, and with no other options 
jumping off of the page, it ap-
pears that McArthur might join 
the weekend rotation.
This midweek start for Smith 
will have a bit of added impor-
tance, because with Ole Miss 
starting its series with LSU on 
Thursday, the quick turnaround 
will make deciding who to pitch 
in the bullpen and for how long 
a bit tricky for Mike Bianco. A 
quality start for Smith would 
help save more of the bullpen 
for a big late-April top 25 series 
against the Tigers this weekend.
Mississippi State is coming off 
of maybe its biggest series win 
of the year, taking two of three 
games at LSU over the weekend. 
It will start Ryan Cyr. The fresh-
man has nine appearances this 
year, mostly coming in midweek 
action, and he has not allowed an 
earned run.
It will be Cyr’s first start. Mis-
sissippi State has often used the 
approach of letting four or five 
different guys from its bullpen 
pitch an inning or two to get 
them through midweek games, 
and the move to start Cyr sug-
gests that it will be doing that 
again.
Mississippi State is one of the 
best teams in the SEC. Where it 
stands right now, it is in line to 
be a national seed in the NCAA 
tournament, and possesses a 
lineup that is No. 3 in overall 
team batting in the SEC and has 
given teams fits, including Ole 
Miss.
First pitch on Tuesday was 
originally scheduled for 6 p.m., 
but has been pushed back to 
6:30 p.m.
Diamond Rebels play State in Governor’s Cup
BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE
thedmsports@gmail.com
Junior Errol Robinson throws to first to make an out during the Rebels’ game against Auburn Friday April 22.
PHOTO BY: EVAN TURNER
LAST WEEKEND
After three victories over 
the Razorbacks, the Ole Miss 
softball team has gotten them-
selves to .500 in the toughest 
conference in America at 9-9.
The Rebels struggled some-
what with the Razorbacks, but 
at the end of the day, they did 
what good teams do and sim-
ply won three contests over 
inferior competition. 
Ole Miss received a great 
performance on the mound 
Saturday night from senior 
Madi Osias as she went sev-
en innings and only gave up 
two runs as Ole Miss went on 
to win 7-2.  Ole Miss erased a 
four-run deficit in the seventh 
and final inning on Sunday 
and walked off to a 6-5 win.
UP NEXT
The Rebels have themselves 
in prime position to garner 
a good seed in the SEC tour-
nament in two weeks, as they 
would be the No. 7 seed if the 
season ended today.
After a midweek contest on 
Wednesday against UAB, Ole 
Miss will next head to Athens 
to take on Georgia. 
Georgia and the Rebels are 
currently both tied in the SEC 
at 9-9, and this weekend’s se-
ries will go a long way in de-
termining seeding in the SEC 
tournament in two weeks. 
The Bulldogs are currently 
18-6 on the season at home.
LOOKING AHEAD
The Rebels have put them-
selves in a prime position 
to make the program’s first 
NCAA tournament. 
Ole Miss is currently 34-15 
on the season with an RPI of 
30. The NCAA tournament 
usually rewards teams in the 
top 35 of RPI with a tourna-
ment berth.
The Rebels have a ton of 
opportunities to add quality 
wins to their schedule over 
the next two weeks as they 
take on UAB with an RPI of 
51. 
Georgia currently boasts an 
RPI of 19, and the Rebels’ last 
series of the year is against 
Tennessee who has an RPI of 
13.  
Ole Miss also has a top 100 
RPI opportunity against Lou-
isiana Tech next week as the 
Bulldogs are currently 91 in 
the RPI. Ole Miss would likely 
get another top 100 RPI op-
portunity in the SEC tourna-
ment in two weeks.
The SEC has a knack for get-
ting a multitude of teams into 
the NCAA Tournament. The 
2014 and 2015 NCAA tourna-
ment featured 10 SEC teams.
ANALYSIS
Barring a complete melt-
down, Ole Miss is very likely 
headed to its first NCAA tour-
nament, which is a testament 
to Mike Smith and the team as 
Ole Miss hadn’t competed for 
a regional in a very long time.
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CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:  
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day in ad-
vance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when school is 
in session except during the summer session which is Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds 
on classified ads once published.
RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run 
To place your ad online: www.thedmonline.com/classifieds
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable 
products or services.
201 BISHOP HALL   •   662.915.5503
Additional Features (Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text -  extra $0.50 per word
29769
APARTMENT FOR RENT
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH town-
house with W/D included. No pets. 1 
year lease. Quiet atmosphere. Deposit 
and references required. Call (662)234-
0000 
ONE BEDROOM apartment available 
June 1st. $600.00 includes utilities. 
Beautiful, quiet lake setting. Profession-
al/Graduate student preferred. Back-
ground check required. (662)832-0029 
THE PARK AT OXFORD now leas-
ing. 2BR/1BA condo with all appli-
ances, W/D, pool, fitness room. $925 
per month including cable, internet, 
water, sewer services. Close to campus! 
(662)816-4293 
MOLLY BARR TRAILS now leasing 
for fall. Spacious 2BR/2BA apartments 
with all appliances, W/D, fitness room 
and swimming pool. $600 per person 
includes cable, internet, water, sewer 
services. Walking distance to campus! 
(662)816-8800 www.mollybarrtrails.com 
1 BEDROOM, 1.5 BATH apartments 
across from The Hub. All appliances in-
cluded. $625 or $675 per month. Avail-
able now. (662)607-2400 
HOUSE FOR RENT
3 BEDROOMS PET FRIENDLY All 
units $1200/mo, $400 pp Saddle Creek, 
Shiloh, Davis Springs. Pet Friendly. 




SUBLEASE AVAILABLE NOW 1 
Bedroom @The Connection $515 per 
month, will pay all fees and first month 
rent. 662-307-0204 
CONDO FOR RENT
4/4.5 NEW TOWNHOUSE available Au-
gust 15, $1800/month, next to the Links. 
Text for more information. (217)414-
4025 
TURNBERRY CONDO 3 BR, 2 BA, Gat-
ed/ Pool. W/D Internet/ Cable $1240. 
Now or Summer 901-262-1855 
WEEKEND RENTAL
WEEKEND RENTALS Event weekends 
or any time. Locally owned and operat-
ed, BBB accredited www.oxfordtown-
house.co (662)801-6692 
PART-TIME
NOW HIRING: BARISTA OPENING 
at Chaney’s Pharmacy. Please drop 
resume off at Chaney’s Pharmacy 
501 Bramlett Blvd. or email: info@ 
chaneyspharmacy.com 
Hailey Lunderman fields and throws the ball during a game against Northern Iowa earlier this season.
PHOTO BY: CAMERON BROOKS
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Sun.-Wed. 10:30am-1:00am, Thurs.-Sat. 10:30am-2:00am
Win a chance to see the Rebels take on 
the LSU Tigers
at Swayze Field April 28-30.
Go by My Guys Jackson Avenue location today
and enter for your chance to win.
Winners will be announced on Rebel Radio April 26





Tickets 1700 West Jackson Ave.662.236.3160
Open: 7am - 8:30pm
Down the red carpet they 
went, as Ole Miss student ath-
letes, dressed in their Sunday 
best, made their way into The 
Pavilion for the sixth annual 
Rebels’ Choice Awards ceremo-
ny. It’s an event that started in 
2011 as a way for the Ole Miss 
Athletic Department to cele-
brate National Student-Athlete 
day.
“We’re here because of the 
student-athletes. They’re the 
beginning and the end,” Athlet-
ic Director Ross Bjork said. “I 
think it’s a testament to show-
casing what our student ath-
letes do on and off of the fields 
and the courts and the tracks. 
So, we owe it to them to cele-
brate something like this and 
I’m glad we can do it.”
Various sports across campus 
received 19 awards. From foot-
ball to riflery and everything in 
between, the achievement and 
hard work of student athletes is 
recognized across the board.
Stefan Moody and Raven 
Saunders of the basketball and 
track teams each won Most 
Valuable Rebel, given to the stu-
dent athlete whose outstanding 
individual performance was in-
strumental to his or her team’s 
success on the field.
“It means a lot that I can get 
the support of Rebel nation. It 
feels great,” Moody said. “It 
shows that Rebel nation is a 
family. We are not just a bunch 
of individuals. We are a family 
and we root for each other.”
Football Head Coach Hugh 
Freeze and soccer Coach Matt 
Mott won Coach of the Year. 
Freeze and the Rebels won 10 
games in 2015 that culminated 
with a Sugar Bowl win. Mott 
and the Rebel soccer team 
reached the Sweet 16 of the 
NCAA tournament for the first 
time in school history while col-
lecting 14 wins, which was good 
for third-most in school history.
Football brought home anoth-
er award after Quincy Adeboy-
jo’s deflected catch and touch-
down run against Alabama won 
Play of the Year.
“I’m truly blessed to be a part 
of Rebel nation,” football defen-
sive back Derrick Jones said. “I 
look forward to what’s to come 
for us.”
Forrest Gamble of the men’s 
golf team and Sam Sanders of 
the soccer team took home the 
Hotty Toddy award given to the 
student athletes who show the 
most passion for their sport and 
team.
The same two sports were 
honored again when golfer Bra-
den Thornberry and Cece Kiser 
took home Rookie of the Year, 
which given to the most out-
standing freshman.
The baseball team took home 
the Community Outreach 
Award given to the team that 
makes the biggest impact in the 
community.
“Ole Miss has always had the 
ability to compete and they’ve 
always had resources and a 
great University to showcase,” 
Bjork said.”I think what we’ve 
done is try to have a really posi-
tive attitude. I think we’ve tried 
to capitalize on those assets, 
and we’ve tried to grow those 
assets too.”
It was clear on Monday that 
under Bjork’s leadership, along 
with the time and effort the stu-
dent-athletes and coaches at 
Ole Miss, that its athletic brand 
as a whole is growing.
“I think that attracts more 
success. When you have a pos-
itive attitude, and you’re com-
mitted at the highest level, then 
great things can happen,” Bjork 
said. “I believe that it’s always 
had this potential. Now we’ve 
got to get it to the next level, 
and win those SEC champion-
ships, and win national cham-
pionships. We’ve laid a founda-
tion, and I think that’s a starting 
point to get to the next level.”




Rebels’ Choice Awards honors student athletes
LEFT: Stefan Moody and Rasheed Brooks pose for a photo on the red carpet at the sixth annual Rebels’ Choice Awards on Monday April 25. RIGHT: The Ole Miss Football team 
walks on stage to accept the award for Team of the Year during the Rebels’ Choice Awards Monday night.
PHOTOS BY: CAMERON BROOKS
